NOTES

INTRODUCTION:

THE ART OF THE BIOGRAPHER

1 A. C. Benson:   (1862-1925) schoolmaster, poet,
essayist, himself wrote many biographies, including those
of Rossetti, Fitzgerald and Pater in the well-known
* English Men of Letters ' series.

a well-known poem by Rossetti : entitled ' The Portrait).
There are twelve stanzas in all, of which these are the first.
Dante Gabriel Rossetti (1828-1882), painter as well as poet,
belonged to the famous pre-Raphaelite group, pledged to
oppose contemporary conventionalism in art. Among his
works may be noticed The Blessed Damozel, The White Ship
and The King's Tragedy.

3 the painter has nothing to do with interpretation : a hyper-
bolic way of putting it; Benson's friend is perhaps thinking
of the true artist's prevision of the whole picture that is to
be. Every stroke of his brush carries the painter a step
forward till the vision is achieved and expressed.

I. JOHN MILTON

1 Augustine Birrell: (1850-    ), President of the Board
of Education 1905-7 ; Chief Secretary for Ireland 1907-16,
and well-known author of literary studies and essays.
The essay included here is taken from Obiter Dicta (1887).
Other volumes of Obiter Dicta appeared in 1884 and 1924.

3 who aspired himself to be a noble poem: ' I was con-
firmed in this opinion, that he would not be frustrate of
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